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Spartacus publishes the Gay Travel
Index every year since 2012. The
index measures the legal situation
and living conditions for members of
the queer community in the respec-
tive country. The index consists of
17 categories at present, ranging
from gay marriage to death penalty
for homosexuals. The countries are
colour-coded, a dark green indicating
the most liberal and queer-friendly
countries, red highlighting the most
dangerous countries for homosexu-
als to visit or live in.

The index attempts at finding a ba-
lance between measuring the rights
of the local LGBTIQ community and
considering the demands of queer

HOW THE RATING SYSTEM WORKS

w

holidaymakers. Our aim is to monitor
the safety of queer people in each
country and also increase the awa-
reness on grievances. We are convin-
ced that there are holidaymakers
who choose countries where the
queer community is an accepted and
beloved part of society. But there are
also holidaymakers who consciously
want to travel to a country in order to
enter into a dialogue with the op-
pressed local queer community. The
index is intended to provide either
type of holidaymaker with trustwort-
hy and valid information.

The index has become more and
more diverse and queer in the past
years. We have added new catego-

ay Iravel Index

ries this year to match with a broader
diversity of the queer community.
Thus, the rights of intersexuals or to
a third gender option on legal docu-
ments are indexed, as is the welco-
me fact that conversion procedures
are being banned by more and more
countries. A specific new category
for queer travellers is that of gay
marketing, indicating how and if gay
travel is promoted per country. It can
also be considered an indicator of
acceptance of queer people by the
local society.

It has a negative impact on the rating of a county, if human rights are not observed nor guaranteed or even worse,
violated. A zero rating as lowest rating is only awarded if a county is lacking in important but not elementary catego-
ries such as LGBT marketing or anti-discrimination legislation. The weighing of the factors as well as the categories
themselves are subject to constant editorial monitoring. Both can be modified if necessary, which we indicate clearly

if it is done.

DEATH SENTENCES

Countries in which the death sentences for homosexuals is enshrined in law but is no longer performed have recei-
ved one negative point. If people are still executed in a country because of their homosexuality, the country has been
given five negative points. We can thus assure that the countries concerned get their deserved place at the bottom of

our ranking.

In some countries the Islamic Sharia law applies, either in some regions (Aceh / Indonesia, Pakistan an Libya, one
negative point) or entirely (Nigeria, three negative points). Those countries are considered special cases in this index.

NOTES ON SOME SPECIFIC RATINGS 2020

Zero points were awarded for conversion
processes if a ban only applies in indivi-
dual parts of the country / states (Canada,
among others) or, for example, if legal
action could be successfully taken even
without an explicit law (Switzerland).

Poland: Deduction of points for esta-
blishing so-called , LGBT-ideology-free

zones” on one third of the Polish territory

Sweden: Special additional point for
recognition of Trans* Parenthood and a

further additonal point for Worldpride as
touristic highlight in 2020

Germany: Zero rating regarding conver-
sion therapy since the law had not yet
come into effect.
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Croatia

Hungary

Mexico

Mozambique

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Botswana

Costa Rica
Cuba

Cyprus

Greece

Korea South

Macao

Seychelles

Virgin Islands

Angola

Cambodia

China incl. Hong Kong
El Salvador

Fiji

Japan

Lesotho

Lithuania

Mongolia

Panama

San Marino
Serbia

Albania

Aruba
Benin

Bulgaria

Curacao

Kosovo

Laos

Latvia
Mali

Monaco

Montenegro

Romania

St. Maarten
Vietnam

Armenia

British Virgin Islands

Cabo Verde
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Niger

Philippines
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SPArfacuUs | America-Index

The legal situation for queer people varies widely within the 50 federal US states. We have therefore decided to
publish the USA Index again this year and to examine each state individually. In doing so, we were able to adapt the
categories specific to the whole country and thus guarantee a more precise look. It was our clear intention to high-
light the differences between the individual federal states.

EXPLANATION ON THE INDIVIDUAL CATEGORIES:

We have removed the categories
Marriage Equality and Equal Age

of Consent since they no longer
vary - the age at which one is consi-
dered sexually mature is the same
for homosexuals and heterosexuals
in all states. Following a ruling of
the Supreme Court on 26.6.2015,
homosexual couples can marry in all
states. We have also omitted the fact
that since last year, by federal law,
transgender people are no longer all-
owed to serve in the military as long
as they insist on their transition.

Although the Matthew Shepard

and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes
Prevention Act has covered sexual
identity and orientation in principle
since 2009, all states have their
own different hate crime laws. The
new category of hate crime laws
reflects this development. Also new
is the category ,gay and trans panic

NOTES

North Carolina: As the only Southern state that did not ban
conversion therapy, but explicitly prohibited government
funding of such programs, NC receives zero points for being a

special case.

defense’. The states that have not
yet banned this method of defence
in court have been given a negative
point. The category ,Anti-discrimina-
tion legislation’ now also measures if
legislation extends to sexual identity.
States that have explicitly mentioned
both sexual orientation and sexual
identity in their protection laws have
been awarded 2 points. In contrast to
the past, states in which only some
towns and cities have such protec-
tion laws were awarded zero points.

We have also created the the catego-
ry ,Queer infrastructure’ that shows
the legal situation and balances the
category of LGBT marketing. The
new category contains information

in which states Prides and other
queer events take place and queer
establishments can be found in more
than one city. This may disadvantage
small states, but it makes sense

that even states with backward and

gueerphobic legislation can have
cities with a great deal of queer
variety and offers. The best example
of this is Ohio, the state in last place,
and especially the city of Columbus.
Not only does it have a dazzling
queer scene and a remarkably large
LGBTIQ community, it also hosts the
largest Pride of the Midwest with
more than 500,000 visitors annually.

Under the heading of Hostility, we
have mainly counted murders of
members of the LGBTIQ commu-
nity in the past year. Other physical
or verbal assaults were considered
when the final score was not quite
clear, based on the number of mur-
ders only. Incidents in which people
are insulted or physically assaulted
can be found almost everywhere.
This can happen even in states that
have not received any negative
points.

Texas: Two negative points were given in the Hostility towards
LGBT category as there were four murders on LGBTIQ people
and we also found numerous other types of assaults.
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